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Chapter 1: A Nee 
Hazard q; But a 


It was the middle of n 
Owhere and i 

sons that stuck to the minds of ie ne 

rassland biome: Creeper Fields. For 
miles, Grass tall and trimmed sttstclacie and 
ae any trace of trees, mountains ~ 
structures protruding from t 
whatsoever. ’ cane 


It took five days on horse j 
just to reac 
closest forest and city. It took even a e fi 
At night, monster mobs spawned in thick c| rl 
: Zombies, Skeletons, Endermen...and lias 
reepers, of course. It was an area : i 
ash 
the Nether itself. But Leon and his men i rs 
going through it no matter what. 


The Diamond Village stood at the nort 

border of Creeper Fields behind a Hah acl of 
cobblestone lit with torches splitting the fine line 
of safety and danger. The head of the village 
Lord Japheth, had requested Leon to reach the 
other side of Creeper Fields and send a 
message to their allies in Emerald City. 


“| need you to deliver thi ithi 
" is message within ten 
reine Lord Japheth said with a strong sense of 
Deny in his voice. He handed over a 
parchment envelope sealed with wax. “The 


Alliance depends on it and if it’s not delivered in 
time, bad things are going to happen.” 


“My men and | will send the message as soon 
as we can, Leon said as he lowered himself into 
a bow. “We won't let anything stop us from doing 


” 


so. 


Lord Japheth nodded and, though pleased, a 
grim expression fell upon his face. 


“lm sure you realize that this isn’t a simple task 
'm asking of you,” Lord Japheth said. “The only 
way to get to Emerald City is to pass by Creeper 
Fields. We cannot risk sending messages by 
hawk, owl or any winged creature. The danger of 
the Gold Legion getting its hands on it is far too 


great.” 


Creeper Fields. The name rung inside Leon’s 
head like a large church bell. A part of him 
wanted to tear away refusing, but another part 
was more than happy to do it. In the large study 
room of Lord Japheth, Leon stood from his bow. 
He placed a hand over his chest in salute. 


“You can count on us,” Leon said. 


” Lord Japheth said. “Send with you 
n and | will provide steeds, 
and the finest armory. It is 

ut by horse you should 
ry most. 


“| know | can, 
your fifteen best me 
mules, blocks, food 
ten days walk by foot, b 
get there in half the time at the ve 


Lord Japheth looked at Leon, almost 
apologetically. 


“| do not want to risk the men of our village,” 
Lord Japheth said. “But this message not bein 
sent may risk not just our village, but the Alliance 
as well. Please understand.” 


Leon gave a reassuring nod. 


“My men and | are honored to be given the task ” 
he said. “Worry not.” 


He left the room and though it was supposed to 
have been a private thing, the word spread 
around the village like wildfire—which it might as 
well have been. The townsfolk were appalled 
Terrified, perhaps. At the town square, since . 
Leon knew the word was already around, he 
answered the questions, concerns and worries 
of the people. He also answered protests. 


“You can’t go out there!” a Baker exclai 
! claimed near 
the front seats. “You'll die out! Th i 
: ! Them 
come in dozens!” eel 


‘We guards have been servi 
f ng the Diamond 
pee for twenty years. | can assure you we are 
Perienced enough to fight,” Leon said. “Tf it 


€ases you any f ; j 
sate y lurther, we'll be making shelters 


‘What about the Cr 

hat eepers?” 
said. ‘What if they oe 
youre not killed, you'll sta 


the town Butcher 
Our resources!? If 
ve to death!” 


— ———————————~—“( et 


“We'll manage the resources we have,” Leon 
answered. “It’s not like it's the first time we went 
days on with only slices of bread to eat anda 
bucket of water to drink from.” 

we must lose 


“Ig the message so important that 
yet another 


a third of our only defense line!?” 
villager cried. 


“if Lord Japheth says it is, then it is,” Leon 
replied. 


The questions were more or less of that nature 
and it left Leon anxious by evening. It wasn't the 
reason he couldn't sleep, though. No, his reason 
ran deeper than that. In fact, Creeper Fields had 
laced his sleeps with nightmare for years now. 
But none of this mattered and the mission did in 


all its being. 


By next morning, everything was ready and the 
selected men waited at the high stone gates. 
The sun had hardly risen and the Diamond 
Village glowed in a pink-orange twilight. The air 
was cold and Leon’s usually pale face was red at 
the cheeks from the harsh wind. Like everyone 
else, he wore Iron armor with Chainmail 
underneath. His stature as captain did, however, 
let him wear a dark blue cloak with a Diamond 
Clasp. He stood in front of his men on his white 
horse, pulling back the leads as he whinnied in 
excitement to run out into the biome. From 
behind him, he could hear some of the soldiers 
mutter. 


I've fought mobs before, one soldier said. But 
go into Creeper Fields is crazy! to 


| know how you feel, another said disdainful| 
Remember Jacob the Miner? y. 


The first one seemed to groan in imaginary pain 
That was a horrible sight...he said. 


Leon knew Jacob the Miner and he definitely 
remembered what happened to him. Everyone j 
Diamond Village would and should have after a 
that horrible accident. 


him because it was outsi 


Jacob the Miner earned his title after single- 


handedly mining twenty blocks of Diamond in a 
ravine near the desert. No one had dared join 
de the wall. Also, Jacob 


was known for his crazy exploits. 


“Why on earth should we only mine in the 
village?” he had said in the square. “We can't 
wait until all our resources finish before we travel 
knew places! By then, it'd be too late! How many 
blocks of Iron, Coal and Stone can one mine 
shaft provide!? If we don’t move now, by the time 
we need to mine somewhere new, we won't 
even have resources for that!” 


“That’s enough!” Leon had cried from the crowd. 


With three men, Leon tried to contain Jacob from 
thrashing back and forth. His hazel green eyes, 
a rare color in the diamond village where eyes 
were blue, glared at Leon as they gripped his 


arms. 
“Let me go!” he cried. “You want this village to 
survive, don’t you, Captain!? It's your job! Let me 
help by doing mine!” 

Leon pushed aside the remark and tied Jacob’s 
wrists in thick knots of rope. 

“You're speaking nonsense,” Leon said. “You're 
just a kid. You can’t mine alone. Especially not in 
a desert!” 
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Jacob had to spend a night in the village prj 
So he can clear his mind, Leon had Stine 
himself. But that night only made Jacob WEAN 
o even more. Jacob was only sixteen but ' he 
had figured out how to dig past the guards “f 
the village's mine shaft and came back afore 
week missing. With sooty hands, ruddy aise : 
and enthusiasm beneath fatigued eyes tris 
brought Diamonds in abundance signa wth 
other resources. He had also built a Rail track 
people could automatically mine there. aie 


Later that day, Lord Japheth proclaimed him a 
hero and Leon was honored to place a finely 
made Gold medal embedded with Diamonds 
around Jacob’s neck. Jacob looked up to the 
captain, but not in a gloating manner. 


“| did it,” Jacob said. “I just had to believe and | 
did it.” 
Leon couldn't help but smiling and nodding. 


“You did, kiddo,” he had said that da 

; : y. He then 
tousled Jacob’s blonde hair and left the stage 
leaving the boy to the villagers’ cheers. | 


And then the next week ca 

hen the me. Jacob dropped b 
oh $ office in the Guard Tower. Leon a : 
oe Sa he had come to be a source of 

a ts an oe Be but Jacob went to him that 
Berea sen ould be the first to know about 


————— sss _—_—S——aseeeses 


«’m going to build a path through Creeper 
Fields!” Jacob burst in excitement. 


Leon knocked his Ink jar with his elbow. Black 
liquid pooled onto the table like runny paint. 
Leon leapt from his seat and slammed his hands 


on the table. 
“Are you nuts!?” Leon shouted. 


d it when Jacob’s face 


He immediately regrette 
on relaxed his shoulders 


dropped in dejection. Le 
and shook his head. 


“’m sorry | yelled,” Leon said. “It’s just that...no 
one has ever ventured through Creeper Fields. 
It's a long stretch of land with no structures for 
miles. Mobs plop there like drops in a storm, | 
hear. You can’t risk that, can you? Think about 
your mother.” 


Jacob's eyes raised themselves up to Le 
own azure ones apologetically. 
ain,” Jacob said. “| didn’t mean to 


that.” And then, with a little 
“But | know what 'm doing.” 


ons 


“I'm sorry, Capt 
surprise yOu like 
more conviction, 


“Do you?” 

Jacob paced back and forth the office, looking at 
the ground, his mind hard at work as he 
explained everything. The sun was setting that 
moment and it made Jacob's hair faintly glow in 
the light. Jacob’s mother had that same kind of 


tiful woman and a «ji 
hair. she was a beau sichescn 
baker. Most of all, she worried about leo 
Leon couldn't imagine how she had felt =i 
Jacob had left to mine in the desert. 


«| want to shake fear out of the village...” the 
said. “Let them know there’s something more ) 
than mobs waiting out there. And what about 4 
Emerald City? We're long-time allies with them S 
and only by what? Hawk mail?” 


‘The Alliance can coexist by such means,” Leo 
said. “But going through Creeper Fields is i 
absurd! What will you have for shelter if there 
isn't anything to build upon!?” 


“'l] build shelter underground,” Jacob said. “Or 
bring my own Cobblestone if | need to.” 


Jacob then placed both hands on Leon’s 
shoulders, a dead seriousness in his eyes. 


“| can do this,” Jacob said. “But only if you let 
me!” 


“Only if | let you?” Leon said. “You're forgetting 
Lord Japheth. You're mother. The entire village!” 


‘TI hey trust you on this, Captain,” Jacob argued. 
Give your word and everyone will follow. They 
trust your good judgment!” 


Leon’s heart was poundin 
g now and a fine, thick- 
beaded sweat line traced his brow. You can’t 


ee 


make me responsible for this...Leon said. You 
just can't... 


“| already have a team,” Jacob added. “We have 
enough resources for a week and we can mine 
for the rest.” 


You can’t make me responsible for this.. .please 
don’t let me be the final word... 


“Please, Captain?” Jacob asked. “Just trust me. 
Please.” 


Leon looked away from the boy. He started out 
the window where a wall blocked whatever sight 
there probably was of the outside. It was true. 
The village did live in fear of mobs. Leon and his 
men could handle the monsters that tried to 
breach borders, but what was beyond that? 
What had always been beyond that? Here was 
Jacob, a young boy so much braver than him 
that wanted to find out the answers. 


Leon closed his eyes painfully. 


“| Jet you do what you will,” he said in a coarse 
voice. “But on one condition.” 


“What's that?” 


It was Leon’s turn to place his hands on Jacob's 
shoulders. |t was his turn to stare directly into 
Jacob’s eyes gravely. 

“Come back...” Leon said. “Come back, Pickaxe 
and all.” 


> eee 


Leon thought he had seen a tear leave J 
right eye. The boy nodded, his smile tryi &COb’s 
fight back a cry of happiness. Ng to 


“Yes, sir.” 


Leon watched Jacob go with five ot 
and two guards (new recruits and lt 
Jacob). On a Horse, Jacob waved his mitre f 
hat wildly at Leon, his face saying Sania 
him: I’m on my way. | promise to make you a 
proud. From the gates, Leon watched Jacob 
disappear into the horizon with the square su 
setting down on them, feeling more hope qe, 
fear in so long. It was as if he was as sure as th 
sun would rise again in the morning. . 


They didn’t last a day. 


By dusk on the day after, people gathered at the 
gates as they heard the shrill cries of someone 


asking for the gates to open. 


“| et me in!” the wail begged. “By Mojang, don’t 
let me stay outside another minute! DON’T!” 


The guards were swift to rush to the gates 
draw the bridge, but Leon was shoal. ot 
light feeling in his chest was replaced with a 
heavy block of Iron. His hands began to tremble 
mi a cold sweat was running on his back. He 
_ bon he'd stay that way forever. There 
ee one in his throat, but instead of choking 
en he spoke, he yelled loudly. 


“what the heck are you doing!?” he cried as he 
ran to through the crowd. “Give him space! Get 
an Aid NOW! Move! Move! MOVE!” 


Oh, Mojang...he begged. Let it be him! Let it be 


him! PLEASE! 

asn't him. It was Tracy, Jacob’s mining 
he shaft. Seeing him instead of 
n’s mind dropping to his feet. 
Tracy was crying, his clothes now just scraps, 
his face ruddy not from mining, but from surface 
dirt, and his hands carrying something wrapped 
in cloth...Jacob’s shawl: Practically sobbing 
himself to convulsion, Tracy stood in the middle 
clinging with dear life to the cloth-covered object. 
Leon knelt down before him the same way he 
would kneel down before Mojang’s altar in 


fervent prayer. 


“What happene 
“it was horrible!” Tracy cried. “It was horrible! So 
many monsters! There was no underground! 
After one block, it's Bedrock!” 


But it W 
artner from t 
Jacob felt like Leo 


d?” Leon said in a whisper. 


The village people gasped in horror. 


Bedrock!? One cried. 


That’s impossible! A second said. 


Insanity! A third yelled. 


mumbled and yelled and 


The village people 
nd doubled in volume in 


whimpered. The sou 
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Leon's ears. Tracy sat there, crying a 
rocked back and forth in a small lis 
his head. » aking 


“SILENCE!” Leon cried. The village pe 

silent and stared at him. With alaring sh 1 7 
continued. “Let the boy finish! An ee 
an y d where is that 


The aid, a girl in a white long-sleeved dress 
came and tried to approach Tracy. She knelt 
down. 


“We're gonna clean your wounds,” the girl said j 
a trembling voice. She reached out to Tracy . 


“DON’T TOUCH ME!” Tracy cried. 


The girl was so taken aback, she fell backward 
her eyes huge with shock. She looked at Leon. 
but he raised a hand to calm her down and he 
drew closer to Tracy. 


“Tracy,” Leon said again. “You're badl h 
icy, . ur, L 
us fix you. Where are the others?” : _ 


The last question was hard to say without 

Solasall as well, but Leon said it and he waited 

: dencmerion Tracy looked up at Leon, first in 

. ion then understanding. He then shook his 
ce as it writhed again to form a sob. Tracy 


covered his eyes with hi A 
ae conti 


“Where are they, Tracy?” Leon repeated; his 
voice at the edge of losing control. 


“No...” Tracy muttered. “Just...no.. 


Leon grabbed Tracy firmly by the shoulders and 
shook him hard. 


“where are they!?” Leon yelled. 
“THEY'RE GONE!’ Tracy wailed. 


Tracy's scream was loud enough to echo against 
the tall walls of the village and yet Leon couldn't 
hear what he had said. Tracy began crying 
again, his head stooping down almost as low as 
the ground, gasping in the middle of his cry to 


breathe. 


“They're all gone!” Tracy said again. “The 
Creepers blew up our only shelter in 
seconds...the guards didn’t last a minute! 


They're all gone!” 

Leon slumped backward and stared at Tracy for 
a while, his energy had left him entirely. There 
was only one more question. One confirmatory 
question. One that could still be his hope. 


“Jacob?” Leon whispered. 


Tracy looked at Leon and then the clothed 
object. He raised it out in his arms, offering it to 


Leon. 


“Jacob...” Tracy said. “He told me...to tel | 


you...he can only make half his promise, . » 


Leon took it, in denial of what was probably 


i (i, , ” Hi ; “C tain?” 
inside the cloth. His hand hovered over the fol Captain?” a voice called. “Cap 


and then pulled it. From the distance, Jacob’s Leon shook his head to regain his senses. He 
mother screamed in agony and fell to the gro felt for sure he had been reliving the moment he 
weeping. Leon probably didn't stare at the abiae found out Jacob was gone. But It was only a 

for more than a minute but it was long enoy memory. Leon looked now as his secon -in- 
burn into his memory for the rest of his life, ee command, Gabe, stared at _ in concern from 
cloth was a rusting pickaxe, the name Jacob : his brown, white-spotted steed. 


etched into a wooden ese “Captain Leon,” Gabe said. “Are you alright?” 


kkk 


Leon looked at the ground and back at Gabe. 
“Pm fine,” Leon nodded. 
“The gates open ina few minutes,” Gabe said. 


“Alright,” Leon replied. “Just hold on for a 
minute.” 


Leon got off his horse. It was a thing he thought 
of at the last moment and he was quite surprised 
he had forgotten to do what he did every 
morning at dawn. He marched over to an 
elevated level of land where a few gravestones 
were. To the left side, touched by the sun, was 

| Jacob’s headstone. Leon took out a dandelion 
he had picked in a wild patch of grass. 


“’m going where you went,” Leon said. “I think | 
understand now. | understand why you wanted 
to pass through Creeper Fields. it’s aneed. It's a 
need even if it’s a hazard. And | will cross it the 
way you wanted to. | promise that...my son.” 


a ee 


A small tear left his eye but no one would ha 
known it. Leon marched back to his men wae 
back on his horse. Sat 


“Alright, men!” Leon said. “Today we’re goin 
pass through a place as dangerous as the 9 to 
Nether itself! We know it sounds impossible, b 
we need to fulfill the mission for our village sae 
the Alliance. Today, we will make history as the 
first troop to have ever fully passed Creeper 
Fields!” 


ee“  ©° = e 


Chapter 2: The First Night 


Fitteen men and a captain traveling throughout 
Creeper Fields with only horses and a few 
resources...it was a troubling thought. It was 
also admirable. The draw bridge opened slowly. 
its chains clinked repetitively like the ticking of a 
clock as pulled back into the giant reels at the 
side. Little by little, the sun peered through the 
crack, first a slivery golden line, then a thick ray, 


and then... 


““iow beautiful,” Gabe said under his breath. 


Warm bright light poured over the soldiers as the 
sun lifted from the horizon and into the square 
sky. Grass blocks stretched out in a wide flat 
plain, tall grass scattered over it in disorganized 
clusters. The water below the draw bridge 
rushed and bubbled and it gave, too, a golden 
glow in the sunlight. 


“Beauty can be death,” Leon answered to 
Gabe’s comment. 


Gabe, with his sand colored hair and light blue 


eyes, looked at Leon in an agreeing manner. 
Leon’s horse stepped out first and then he jerked 


his head out into the wilderness. 


“Let's go, men,” he said briskly. 


he men followed with the mules carry; 
supplies lingering behind and being tpn 
leads. The twilight eventually gave way to a 
bright day and the men picked up their Re 
The horses galloped through the scen ery se 
used to be rail tracks here...Leon thought v4 re 
that was when Jacob came here. Grief strleket 
Leon demanded the guards to tear them aw en, 
so that no one would ever have to go throy ; 
again or even have the idea to cross Crean it 
Fields. It’s ironic that I'm here even if it isn’t 


funny, Leon thought. 
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re more than happy to sit down and 
ore of fighting off anxiety rather than 
ted. Leon looked them all over by 

s Gabe, of course, to his right. 

k, Nate, Joe and Steve...there 


The men we 
eat. It was M 
being exhaus 
face. There wa 
There was Mar 
was... 


“Wait a minute,” Leon said aloud. 


he corner where a young 


He walked over to t 
s sitting down and peeling 


man in chain armor wa 
a baked potato. 


“Hey,” Leon said sharply. 


oked up. He was just about to eat the 
dropped it upon hearing Leon’s voice. 
The boy fumbled upwards, his chain mail 
uniform, obviously too big for him, dangled and 
swung to and fro. He was a blonde kid with 
electric blue eyes and a smile that probably 
meant mischief when he wanted it to be. 


d. He finally managed 
Leon a salute. 


The boy lo 
potato, but 


“S-sirl” the boy stammere 
to sit up straight and give 


Leon raised a brow. 

«| don’t remember you,” he said. “What’s your 
name?” 

“Kai, s-sir.” 


“That’s captain, to you.” 


—E—e_eoe\K\ i — 


«yes, Captain!” 


Erom behind him, Leon could hear the ot 
uards snicker. He gave them a small f he 
quiet them. He then turned back to see ri to 

smudging away bits of potato peel from he 


fingers. 


“Now | remember,” Leon said. “You're the n 
recruit aren’t you?” ew 


Kai smiled and nodded. 


“Yes, sir! |, un, mean, Captain!” Kai said 
excitedly. Leon frowned and Kai's face droo 
Leon loomed over him and sneered. ne 


‘What on earth are you doing here!?” he yelled 
| brought with me my best fifteen men! | don’t : 
need an inept little...” 


He looked around and then he noticed 
were only fifteen. le 


“Who's missing?” Leon dem 
? anded everyone. 
M men turned away or tried to occupy 
mselves with eating. Leon glared at Kai. 


“| ” . 

ie yi that,” Kai said nervously. “Sir 

trade plac idn’t want to go. | asked if | could 

ingots fi es with him. He gave me ten iron 
or letting me go in his stead...” 


Leon’s hand c 


a 
undershirt an me to the wool collar of Kai’s 


d lifted Kai high up. 


“He what!?” Leon shouted. “This isn’t an exploit 
people can pay for! This is a mission! And you 


accepted that!?” 


Kai’s smile was now far gone and it was 
replaced with genuine worry. Dangling in the air, 
Kai lifted up his hands in surrender. 


r! | mean, Captain!” Kai said. 
«Please, don’t be mad! | wanted to go on the 
mission! | thought t would be wrong if Sir Barra 
just left with no replacement.” 


“How things are handled are up to me,” Leon 
snared. “And you can bet that after this mission, 
you and Sir Barra will be getting to know each 
other a lot more in the dungeon sleeping on 
Haystacks and eating rotten Apples!” 


“Pm S-SOITy, si 


He then pushed Kai aside on the square wooden 
planks of Oak, making him tumble. Gabe 
approached Leon and softly said, “Captain, 
perhaps we should send the boy home. He won't 


make it out here.” 
Leon shook his head. 


“Il be dark before he gets back to Diamond 
Village,” he said. He gave the boy a quick look 
over as Kai dusted his leggings and pulled away 


sticking tall grass. 


“You can stay,” Leon said gruffly. “But you're 
staying right under my nose because you can 
very well die out here.” 
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Kai's worry melted away and his smile 
reemerged. 


“Thank you, Captain!” he said. “I promise | 
be in your way anymore!” Won't 


“You're already in my way,” Leon frowned 


Unable to understand at first, Kai realized Le 
was trying to make his way to the Furnace the. 
had set down. He flinched and then moved ay 
the side. The other soldiers tried to suppress 
laughter. Gabe followed after Leon. 


“| can’t believe Barra would do something like 
that,” Gabe said. 


“Yeah,” Leon said. “Barra’s one of our bravest 
men. | won’t blame him for not coming, though 
He has five children. In fact, these men shouldn't 
be obligated to come on this mission if they 
found it so terrible. Their lives are at stake.” 


‘They came all the same,” Gabe said. 


vd “Sind The two sat down for their share 
the fact i. and though it was quite peaceful, 
from the tg there was nothing to protect them 
Bienin right Square sun’s heat was irritating. 
again Bae vier e707 stood up 
0 the Ch 
made for the Horses and ifules pear ne Fence 
As he drew n ) 
earer, S i ( F 

It was a small sound ahs ning buzzed in his ear. 

@ imagined it was just 


his old age playing tricks on him. The sound 
grew louder and he now knew it wasn’t a 
buzzing sound, but more of a hissing sound. 
Vibrating against ear canals and ear drums, it 
began vexing him until he realized it wasn’t an 
imaginary sound at all. He turned to the corner of 
the fence and dug into one block of Dirt was 
square of red divided into round segments with a 
flickering string on top... TNT. Before Leon could 
even get close, the block blinked white and... 


BOOM! 


The sound of crackling, toppling blocks followed 
after and it was only then that Leon regained 
focus. As he shook away the ringing sound in his 
ears as an after effect of the explosion, the 
troops approached him and Gabe knelt down. 


“Captain!” he exclaimed. “Are you alright?” 


His body was aching, but the explosion had not 
come in contact with him. It had tossed him 
aside onto the ground, though, and his body was 
sore. There was the sound of clacking hooves. 


“The Horses...” Leon muttered. And then, 
clutching Gabe’s collar, “Eools! Get the Horses 


before they escape!” 


Just as he had thought, the animals were getting 
away and so were the Mules carrying the 
supplies. Three men rushed after them and Leon 
stood up as fast as he could; his head still 
spinning. Some of the Horses had died and a 


——_— = 


single Saddle was left behind, floating on th 
Bedrock layer Tracy claimed lay under ties e 
sheet of Dirt. Single 


Leon shook the last bits of haziness out of p; 
and rushed to see where the men were peat 
off to. The Horses weren't getting that far pel 
the men were about to catch up with them fe 
then a speck of light green pixels came Into n 
view. Leon squinted and the green pixels be 
to create an outline of a thick stump with a gan 
square head on top of it. Black eyes and a pj 

jagged frown faced towards the Horses and re 
running men, somehow unable to see the thre 


ahead of them. 
“Retreat!” Leon cried. “Forget the Horses!” 


And just as the men heard, a Horse came j 
e 
the Creeper’s view. ue 


Ssssssss.....! 


There was a sharp and loud | 
explosion and the 
hah “Shea back. The strained neighs of 
and Mules filled the air only for a 
a : was followed by Biighce. Leon and 
iihry Pe towards the men, all three without 
- was then that Gabe said something. 


“The supplies...” 
Pplies...” Gabe’s voice was strained. 


Out in 

Poibie. ae where the Creeper had 

0od and a cou x was left were a few pieces of 
ple of block stacks. In the Chests, 


there was even less, Leon walked up to the site, 
his hands balled up into fists. 


who...” he started. “Who did this...?” 


And then, with anger rising in his voice. 


“who did this!?” 

The soldiers looked at him, confused about what 
he was referring to and none answered. Gabe 
came to his side and whispered. 


diers were far away from the 


“All of the sol 
d. “Do you think someone else was 


setup,” he sai 
here?” 

“| don’t know,” Leon said. “It could have been a 
sneaker from the Gold Legion. Or...it could be 
one of our own men...but | don’t want to raise 
suspicions when we need trust here the most. 
Just don’t let anyone out of your sight and don't 
let anyone wander anywhere alone.” 


Gabe went over to the left over Items scattered 
across the ground. Plop, plop, the sound went as 
the Items turned over to his Inventory. As Gabe 
went over it, he looked at Leon gravely. 


‘This will only last fifteen men, at the most, three 
days,” Gabe said. 


Leon covered his face with his hand and pressed 
on his temples. He then looked up. 


“We'll have to tell the men, then,” Leon said. 


He looked to the sky. It was still scorching by 
but on foot, they weren't going to get far. ght, 


«we should set up for the night, too,” Leon saig 
«rm sure no one is gonna want to walk the da 
knowing we won't have that much food.” y 


it wasn't the food that was worrying Leon, 
though. It was the TNT. Who could have set it 
there and why? 


kk 


i 
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fast and with the stacks of Cobblestone 
they still had, they managed to create five small 
Cobblestone huts, each one occupying three 
soldiers. They had the beds ready, but everyone 
was nervous for the night. 


Dusk fell 


“Don’t bother with wooden Doors,” Leon 
instructed his men. “lf Zombies break it down in 
your sleep, you'll end up as one of them, too. Fit 
all huts with Iron ones. And remember, only half 
a slice of Bread tonight for everyone.” 


For a while, the rectangular sky was once again 
filled with the orange-pink tinge of twilight. The 
color quickly darkened into a dark blue dotted 
with small white pixels of stars. With Torches 
lighting a ten by ten radius outside the circle of 


huts, the men retired. 


“We can’t appreciate the stars this much in the 
Diamond Village,” Richard, the oldest guard and 


one-eye blinded, remarked. 


He was sitting on his Wool Bed facing Leon and 


Gabe. 

“The Beacon disrupts the night sky, doesn’t it?” 
Leon agreed. “But we can’t manage without light 
at night. The mobs grow too thick. | can only bet 
that outside our light radius, Creepers are 
wondering about.” 


—_——"—S—™ 


“What was that commotion earlier over the 
Horses?” Richard asked. “| heard the explogio 
twice. Were they wandering Creepers?” : 
Leon and Gabe gave each other a sideward 
look. 

“| don't think so,” Richard said. “That first 
explosion was far too wide to be only a Creeper 
it had to be two...wait, no. I'd have heard three - 
explosions then. It must have been TNT!” 


Richard’s filmy blind eye stared blankly at the 
two soldiers knowingly. Leon sighed. 


“Yes,” Leon said. “I actually saw it when it was | 
set. It exploded before | could stop it.” | 
| 


Richard’s face changed from knowing to 
confusion. He lifted his arms in question. 


“Why on earth didn’t you say anything in front of 
the yoopeT Richard said. “We’d be far more on 
our guard! It must be those Dirt b 

eo Legere uckets from the 


cel rie Leon said. “I have a feeling it’s not 

ea bes outside our troop. Creeper Fields has 

— ures that allow sneaking or otherwise. 
ave seen an intruder immediately.” 


“Are you saying it’ 
u saying it's someon insi 
group?” Richard asked or siitdele 


Leon gave a brie 
Not in disagreem 


f nod. Richard 
dee shook his h i 
ent, tin disbeligt 


ll TT o”~”:«=3—hett— C—O 


gitor...” Richard said. “Everyone 


“if we have 4 tr 
suspicious of everyone else...” 


would become 
“That's right,” Gabe agreed. “What we need is to 
make sure We can stick together as a team. If we 
break down apart...it would jeopardize the 


mission.” 
our food supply alone would drive 
e insane,” Richard said. 


Leon winced at that remark. For the next days, 
they would have to travel by foot. There was no 
other option. Travelling on foot would mean at 
least a ten day’s walk. There were no comments 
from the soldiers, but Leon knew a difficult road 


lay ahead for them. 


« think 
everyon 


Urrrgh...ruurrrh.. 


He could hear the sound of zombies from 
outside. Using the single Glass Pane window of 
the hut, Leon looked outside. Zombies were 
wandering around, but not yet within closer 
proximity to the light radius. 


Leon was used to seeing this from the Guard 
Towers and the Wall Patrol in the village. He 
was even used to nightly combat with Zombies 
that came too close to the Village walls. 
However, the Zombies here came in much 
bigger groups and their behavior 
seemed...erratic—disorganized. Usually, 
Zombies headed straight for the Doors and 
started banging on them. These Zombies were 


doing the opposite. They were wandering 
outside the ligh 
5 is a good thing. Why should | be worrying 


Thi l 
n thought to himself. 


Leo 
The next sound he heard was that of Enderm 
teleporting around. Pah! Pah! Pah ! The Sere 
sound they made when they puffed out of thin a 
or teleported out of their area. air 


Well, Endermen are harmless as long as we're 
in here, Leon reassured himself. 


He then heard rattling. Klak, klak, klak! The 
sound of the Skeleton warriors’ bones as they 
walked to and fro. They, too, were staying out of 


the light’s radius. 
Our Torches aren’t the sun, Leon thought. Why 


are they staying away from it? Is there 
something I’m missing? 


He drew closer to the window, trying to figure out 

what felt out of place with everything. For a 

movil he saw the same thing he had seen 
arlier. 


Something’s just not ri— 


SSSSS 
SSS... SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSsssssssssssssss 


BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! 


t as if the Iron doors didn’t may 
er, 


eC 


| 


Three explosions after the other flew into the 
ight. The ground shook and Leon could hear 


the crumbling of Cobblestone. 


“What was that!?” Gabe said. 


u idiot!” Richard called from his 


“Creepers, yO 
heathing his Sword. 


side while uns 
out his own Diamond Sword and 

the window as the mob charged 

he light radius and past their hut and 
st ten blocks away from them. The 
hut’s right wall had burst open and the three men 
there lay unconscious on the ground. The 
groans of Zombies, the rattling of the Skeletons, 
the roars of the Endermen were followed by the 
surprised shouts and agonized cries of Leon’s 


men. 
“Gabe, Richard!” Leon called. “We have to get 
out there!” 


Leon drew 
peered out 
down past t 
to the one ju 


Leon was just about to pull the Iron Door’s 
wooden Lever but Gabe stopped him short. 


“Captain, you can’t!” Gabe cried. “The mobs are 
too thick! We'll be killed! Let the other guards do 
it!” 

“Are you nuts!?” Leon shouted. “I will not leave 
them out there! Stay if you will!” 


Leon pulled the Lever and the door cranked 
open. Richard drew behind him and so did 


gh in reluctance. As Leon lookeg 
No 


Gabe, thou 
ad opened their doors, 


other huts h 
eaf to the sound or in dee 

ht. No. They were saaiadl ee a 
about to rush past them but he was push i 
aside by a stream of mobs. Surprised, he 
gripped his sword and Richard was about to 
jump in attack, but the mobs paid no attentio 
them. They were all heading to those damaged 


by the Creepers. 


“Let’s go!” Leon cried to his two companions 
“That's Marcus, Cardin and James!” 


Are they d 
Leon thoug 


““ELPI” the sounds came from the huts. 


“We've been breached!” Another cried. 
“Everyone, we’ve been breached!” 


“Hold on!” Leon yelled. He then char 

old on!” | led. ged forwa 
swinging his blade in furious frenzy, each ‘! 
nomen’ down by a single hit. Gabe 

ollowed behind with a Bow, hitting th 

farther away from him. ee 


L como Richard cried in his old voice as he 
int ae on the other doors of the soldiers. 
UP! WE’VE BEEN BREACHED)!” 


Fo i 

ee “eh if se huts, the troops emerged, but 

Fa ady way ahead and scraping cl 
mobs. ie ai 


“HY an 
old on!” Leon called. “Hold on!” 


ne 


But the moment Leon got there, the men were 
o longer crying and as he soon saw, the men in 
their Iron Armor had been replaced by Zombies 


wearing their attire. 
“No...” Leon said. “NO!” 
e scream 


Richard con 
them. 


ed in anger and rushed forward, 
trolling the Zombies forming behind 


Ssssssss.--- 
Gabe called. 

A hand pulled back at Leon’s cape and dragged 
him away from the hut as it exploded as second 
time. Cobblestone flew into the air. 


“NOOOOOO!” Leon yelled. 


“RETREAT!” Gabe called. “RETREAT BACK TO 
YOUR HUTS NOW! DOUBLE THE WALLS!" 


led wildly against Gabe’s pulling, 
Richard’s thin, but strong 
er him and yanking him 


“Captain!” 


Leon strugg but 
it was coupled with 
arms now closing OV 
back as well. 

led. “We can’t!” 


aid. “Get ahold 
e men!” 


“We can’t leave them!” Leon ye 


“Captain, they're gone!” Richard s 
of yourself! Don't risk yourself or any mor 


n't seem interested in the troop 


But the mobs did 
e second explosion of the 


anymore. After th 


ers 


they stopped barricading the destro eq 
hut and began walking...away. Slowly they Ie 
the light radius, the three new ones in their Iron, 
Armor and Chain mail following them. Leon w 
pulled inside and the Iron Door Shut closed, 4 
pulled away from Richard S grasp and lookeg a 
the old man and Gabe with insanity in his eyes, 


“Why...!” he started. “Why did you—” 


Creeper, 


But he stopped himself short and fell down to his 
knees shaking his head, silent. 


‘They were turned into mobs by the time we got 
there,” Gabe told Leon. “It would have been futile 
to go after them. I’m...I’m sorry.” 


Leon shook his head. 
It's not your fault,” Leon said coarsely. 
He stood up again, exhausted from the short 


berserk state he had been in and |i 
or nd limped toward 


“Our Horses 
are gone and so are our supplies,” 


Leon said. “ ar < | 
ei And now our men. All within one 


Ri 
; hea a looked to the floor. Richard 
ad of gray hair, again in disbelief. | 


UNS this land?” : 
ticular. “yy age the old man said | 


“What menace r 
NO One in pa 


here in Creeper Bakico* at menace runs amok 


Chapter 3: Mounting Burdens 


The first assumption Leon had made was that 
ne of the men had left the hut and met eyes 

Y ith a Creeper. Creepers didn’t explode unless 

sot came in contact with humans. Leon then 

announced that no one was to leave their huts 


unless called to do so. 


“The mobs only attacked the hut blown up by the 
Creepers,” Gabe said that evening. “When we 
went out to help, they didn’t even look at us. 
Why do you think that is?” 


“Creeper Fields isn’t an ordinary place,” Richard 
told them. “I doubt the mobs act like the ones at 
home. If they’re targeting only those hit by 
Creepers, we really should stay clear of them. 
We shouldn’t even look at them.” 


“Then we will have no windows,” Leon said. 


He told the soldiers to do the same and the 
windows were replaced with Cobblestone 

blocks. No one could sleep that night and Leon 
spent his time sitting on an Oak slab and peering 
through the Iron Door’s hole from time to time. 
He saw the same thing happen. Zombies and 
other mobs spawning, but staying outside the 
light radius. 


ting random, Leon now realize 
yite waiting. Just like they did last night ‘ 
no Creepers are going to explode without “a U 


outside. 

three Creepers came into sight 
self behind the door as Gabe and 
hed. From the edge of his vision 
the Creepers moving towards 


As if on cue, 
Leon hid him 
Richard watc 
Leon could see 
another hut. 


They're probably waiting for someone to come 
out, Leon said. Not tonight. 


But the Creepers didn’t wait. Instead they hurrieg 
towards the Iron Door of the targeted hut and 


began ramming it. 
“Wait, what?” Leon said. 


One after the other took turns ramming the door 
each one going Ssst! as they did. 


“They're damaging themselves!” Leon exclaimed 
in shock. 


“What?” Gabe asked. 


But Leon didn’t answer. Fearf 
i ully, Leon watched 
La een Door’s peep hole. He watched as 
y did it again and then...they began flickering. 


Ssssssstt.... 


Leon’s blood 
wicca ran cold and he yanked the door 


her! Thomas! Kaleb! MOVE BACK!" he 


“ ristop 
ck the soldiers of that hut. 


screamed to 
BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! 


on was bright and Leon covered his 


he explosi 
T heard the Cobblestone hut burst 


eyes as he 

open. 

yyuuuuuurggggnh 

The cries of Zombies flooded the air and they 

rushed past Leon. Skeletons followed as well, 
ows towards the hut’s direction. 


shooting arr 
Leon stood still for a moment. Unable to believe 


it. 
They directly attacked the hut...Leon thought. 
How...how is that...why... 


“Captain!” Gabe called as he and Richard 
rushed to his side. 


The events seemed to repeat themselves. The 
mobs surrounded the victims who were 
unconscious. Leon and the men fought off the 
thick mobs but were too late. By the time they 
reached the hut it was empty and new armored 
Zombies had joined the mobs. 


“Captain, three Creepers to the right!” Richard 


shouted. 


“Retreat!” Leon shouted. “And triple your walls! 
Don’t let the explosions touch you!” 


ts later it was ’ 
But just a few momen suntig 
pate the Creepers left the huts alone, kee a 
the other soldiers surrounded the explode 
all now suppressed level of Bedrock, 


«another three men!” Gabe exclaimed, 


d Site 


nothing to trigger the Creepers,” Leon t 
re aggressive from the beginnin Ol 
don’t bother them! They'r It 


“And 
them. “They 'é : 
doesn’t matter if we 
after us!” 


do?” a soldier named Lee said “At 


“What do we 
all be dead in three more nights» 


this rate, we'll 
“This mission is hopeless!” another said. 


“Enough!” Leon yelled. “We will not fail this 
mission! Lord Japheth said so himself. This 
mission could risk even Our entire village! We'll 


find a way out of this!” 


Even if the men were silent, Leon knew they 
were not reassured by his words. Not even Leon 
could believe his own words. Looking away, he 
faced to the direction they would be traveling, 


‘Let's get walking. And tonight, may no one 
sleep in a separate hut. We'll build a huge one 
with walls thick enough to withstand the 
Creepers from breaking it.” 


ake 


e-—t—te 


orders went as followed and the men again 
é alked with heavy hearts that day. The 
supposedly gentle sun now burned as hot as it 
would in the Desert. The underclothes and 

| seemed to stick to Leon’s sweat 


Chainmai 
ridden skin and his cape felt like a weight upon 


him. 

six men gone and only nine more, Leon said. 
will anyone be left to read the message in 
emerald City? 

f the letter, he slipped his hand into a 
satchel at his waist and took out the envelope 
sealed with wax. A Diamond icon sat in the 


middle of the pressed blue wax, signifying it had 
come from the officials of the Diamond Village. 


What message could it possibly be? Leon 
thought. | didn’t bother asking before, but what 
could be so important that the lives of men are 


risked to deliver it by foot? 


For a moment, he thought about opening it, but 
he decided against it. He didn’t know who could 
be nearby trying to look at it. If the TNT did come 
from the group, they're bound to be after this. 


ucked it back in, Kai walked to his 
't thought much of him the past 
days but he could see a significant change in 
Kai’s disposition. He didn’t carry himself laxly 
anymore. He walked fast and stiffly, his eyes 


Thinking © 


Just as he t 
side. Leon hadn 


y at the ground and his ¢ 


0 
rim straight line. Mer 


staring blank 
smile now ag 


“You alright?” Leon said in spite of himsay 


He still didn’t like the kid, but he felt sor t 
‘uit had to See SO Many men die nt i 
s 


new rec : 
i lifted his face and trj 
"led to Smile 


than a week. Ka 
but failed. 


“It’s been a rough three days,” Kai said. 


“Yeah,” Leon said. “Things are even more 
difficult than | could have imagined.” 


Kai nodded. They had walked a good few miles 
and the sound of the Grass brushing against 
their legs was a pain in Leon’s ears. 


“| always wanted to be a guard as a kid,” Kaj 
said out of the blue. “When I was young, | 
thought it was awesome to be a guard. Guards 
had cool weapons, flashy armor and were 
always in action. My father said | didn’t have the 
guts to be a soldier. | passed the marks in 
combat classes...but just barely.” 


Leon could have vouched for that. Kai looked 
nowhere near physically fit. He was tall, yes, but 
hardly any muscle seemed to lie under his flesh. 


“Why did you decide to come on the mission?” 
Leon said. “I'm sure there was more to it than 
Just being given Iron Ingots.” 


ye-—t—te 


vg face lit up a bit and for once it wasn’t an 


ritating sight 
. ed to prove my father wrong, of course,” 
| iar “| wanted to show him | could make him 


‘6 ‘Ah 


e didn 
ae face turne 


« didn’t expect this to happen.” 


% have long to reminiscence, though. 
d all dejected again and added: 


on shook his head. 


Le 

om ee . ‘i ‘ : ° z r a 
“| told you, kid, Leon said. “This mission isn 
eo gainer is being a guard. You're risking 


your life for others. It’s not all about glory.” 


Kai gave him a brief nod. 

“You're right,” Kai said. “I'll try to remember that.” 
Kai then picked up his pace and walked past 
him. 


kkk 


Pe et 


The group was fortunate to have enoy 
Cobblestone to build a three-roomed , 
soldiers beds filled up the entire eS 7 
everyone retreated for the night, their e 
now beating away the anxiety that had ‘ 
up the nights before. 


and 
haustioy 


“ll keep watch by the door,” Richard saig 
“You're eyes are getting heavy, Captain.” 


“| guess so,” Leon admitted as he rubbed hi 
temples. “But if you see a Creeper get in sith 
even ten blocks, tell me.” n 


Richard nodded, his smile ageless and wise 


Til take the first two hours and then we'll shift.” 
Richard said. “I may look old but | can stay up 
longer than any of you.” 


Leon joined Gabe and lied down on the Bed next 

to his. No one bothered removing their armor. 

The fear of Creepers exploding the hut was far 

too great, they realized. Leon let the heaviness 

of sleep take over him and he realized Richard 

i lied to him because sunlight was pouring out 
e door when he opened his eyes again. 


oon Gabe asked as his face loomed over 


“What time is it?” 


Sekhar Cece cee: He 


ck and saw that it was around 


in afterwards, a 
ming. Richard came ina 
eat evous smile on his face. 
| 
pa didn’t you wake me?” Leon demanded. 


dso eaceful in your sleep,” Richard 
Bes on didn’t have the heart to wake you OF 
ph fie But anyways, We made it through the 


Gabe said in shock. “No Creeper 


«Peall \2” 
je nothing?” 


preak-ins, 
ard shook his head. 


Rich 
ed strange last night,” Richard 


“The Creepers act 
gaid. “They just.. stood outside the door, 


waiting.” 

“They didn’t ram themselves in like before?” 
Leon asked. 

“No. In fact, it was as if they knew they wouldn't 
be able to break the huts thick walls. It’s all very 
disturbing, really.” 


Leon nodded in acknowledgement. 


“Its as if the Creepers here were intelligent...” 
Leon’s voice trailed off. “But anyhow, that means 
this setup will be effective for the next night as 
well.” 


“Hopefully,” Gabe Said. “Now 
should gather the rest of the fae Ptain, We 
down and continue the journey» © Dring j 


Being in a better mood than e 
trip, Leon agreed and the 
main room where a few 0 
Upon seeing Leon, the 0 


three Moveg he the 
ther men wa? the 


Cre wa. 
ther me Waitin 
cheer. N Began to & 


“We made it last night, Captain” 


said. “You're plan was brilliant > Sldier 
‘This should make things easier for th 
nights!” Another soldier Said. © next 


“We'll make it throu 


gh Creeper Fields ; ' 
Yet another said. OF Sure! 


Leon 


Y Nights 
- We must 


“The mission!” the men cried, 


There was alo 


ud roar of excite 
pulled the leve 


r of the door. 
"Is everyone here?” 


ment and Leon 


he asked. 


He looked around. There were only six men. 


“Where are other the three?” he asked. 


bly; hut. It 
ie the last room I We 
still from aq against t It was 
ting ars 
p sii too =a piercing In? scream that 
filed restore ¢..agon ; seus on looked to 
cote terror 4 one’ clan m: the last 
ac ills UP am was © ira wooden Door 
gon te scre ,-walle t ting as two 
wher ine thick out pantine bies 
min in, Kai COMING Fe fter him...ZOM 
pst 2" Figg followed & 
b Zom 
aa oe 4ELP! They've turned into 
pi’ Kai cried. 
Jobs!” 


and then it 
’s blood ran cold... 
Taken ; nly to slip on 
ibe jae Kai rushed forwaré : i cae 

a fs and the Zombie open eben 
dat ttack him. Leon saa sll 
wide nat rushing to Kai’s aid. He he en 
ing the two Zombies in a piste Pubs 
pin k. The Zom 

frozen in shock. 

Aiea the floor and only the thing left of the 
Zombies were their heads. 


ent had blurred in front of Leon and : 
aire pried himself breathing heavily as ‘a 
began sobbing in the middle of the room. Dizzily, 
he turned his head to Kai to ask what had 
happened, but no words came out. 


‘They turned into Zombies!” Kai wept. “We just 


woke this morning and they suddenly flickered 
and turned into Zombies!” 


“That's not possib 

le!” 
There are no Zomtlett ‘i 
happen!?” ere! 


| DON’T KNOW!’ Kai yelleg almost 


Said, Ay, 
How : : r@ in : 
did thas Sid 


Tracy did the day Jacob died, “| ihe loudly 
"Ca H Ly . ‘ kno ; _ 
3 seg Gabe said, in sort of i 
what they should do next Weston to 
On 


A stone formed in L 

( eon’s th 
staring at the two Zombie es te Hs 
floor, waiting to be picked up ie 


Was gf 
NON the 


“We have to leave,” L 
; : » Leon Said. “ ‘ 
Don’t bother with the hut. We h ting 
Who knows what will happen next.” ° 90 now, 


“But the Cobblestone—’ Gabe said 


“We have enough!” Leon sai 
! n said. “We ha 
for another hut. Let’s just...let’s just leave, a 


But despite Leon’s words, the 
, the men stood sti 
paralyzed, save for Kai who was wiping ee 


tears. 
“| EAVE NOW!” Leon shouted. 


The men huddled into single fi 
é file 
out his hand to Kai. gle file and Leon held 


“Let's leave, kid,” Leon said. 


Kai shook his head wi ae 
ildl 
of his roommates. y, pointing to the armor 


a while. For a second, he 
ise Heads, but he could also 
cou + Harry and Skye. Richard came 
es 0 
ne fac da hand on Leon’s 


yoice: 
er for 


: -an't kill Your en,’ Richard said. “Those 
you didn s, Captain. Your men were already 


Zom ’ ” 
bed tne moment they transformed. 


obbed his head briskly. 


»he said, though unsure. 


s body and helped 
y on the 


Leon b 


“| know, 
He swung an arm under Kai’ 
him up with Richard supporting the bo 
other side. 
There’s no end to it...Leon thought. There’s just 

re in Creeper Fields. 


no end to any of it he 


Chapter 4: A F 


0 . 
Hope UNdation of 


Leon didn’t under 

2 Stand. He didn’ 
an Idn 
A it. How Was any of this a UNderstang 

reepers intelligent anda Pening? Wh 
nee mobs only attacking those Srssve? we 
exploded? How did his two men, ; peers 
sanctuary of the hut, turn into a Wh 

en 


they hadn't been inc 
O . 
place? ntact with mobs in the firg 


Leon’s men were walkin 

g ahead of hi 
when they did, he took out his ettonute 
and began stabbing the ground. = 


Why? he said in his head. Why!? WHY!? 


He dug and dug at it until the Dirt block came of 


The Dirt block plopped into his Inventory, but 
Leon noticed that it wasn’t Bedrock that was 
there, but a Chest. 


“What?” 
“Captain!” Richard called. 


As Leon looked, Richard was heading back 
towards him. Leon noticed that Richard walked 
with a limp, but still effectively fast. 


ing the matter, Captain?” Richard 


Is somethin 
called: ‘ d. “It's a 
nq!” Leon returned. 
d something: 
uve foun 
est! 
= r to him where Leon was 


chest!?” Richard said. “What would a Chest 
“Nn ft 


pe doing all the way here?” 


Leon shook his head. 


« don’t know,” he said plainly. 


“Well open it,” Richard said. 
“it could be a trap,” Leon’s eyebrows furrowed. 
“Let's take a few steps back first.” 


ckward and Leon 


The two went five blocks ba 
Chest 


drew his Sword. He used the tip to flip the 
open. There was no explosion. 


“lg a Written Book,” Richard said. 


Leon drew closer to the Chest and picked it up. 
Scratched out letters on the leather cover. 


“The Fortress,” Leon read. 
“The what?” 


“It reads ‘The Fortress’,” Leon said. 


“No!” Richard cried ind 


Book out of Leon’s Sista 4 


d and ben. 2 tnkeg t 
8 


through cracked | 
ata Pages as the te be Png 
“Wh ayy ‘ "ak 
at is it?” Leon asked , 
“lonly thought it was legend...” Rich 
tae C ard Saj 
q, 


“A legend?” 
Richard looked at him in excitement 
nt. 


“Yes,” he said. “Wh 

’ en | was 

was only half-built, there w YOUN and the w 

fortress in Creeper Fields ahaa about a ’ 
: : SF ; 

fifty blocks wide, Stone on the Sen S high ang 
unbreakable Obsidian at its core...It al 
tint to be the sanctuary fer tess a 
ravelled Creeper Fields. | always though t 

a myth!” g tit was 


“And isn’t it?” Leon asked. 


A book of old make legends told be true...they 
said,” Richard answered as he continued to flip 
the blank pages. He stopped and pressed a 

finger to the middle of the book. “And this is it!” 


Leon peered at the page to see a finely sketched 
castle on a plain flat land. Creepers far and wide 
scattered around it, but in the picture, no 
damage could be seen. Immobile Fortress was 
written above it with a flourish. Below the castle’s 


ere smaller words: | seek to slay the 
w 


» Leon said. “Are you saying 


g about...this 


n 
7 his gaze to Leon and looked at 


“| think it is. And | think 


ly believe it. Was it really 
hat a good thing such as a 
ould lie in the realms of a 


nctua 
a d hazardous as Creeper 


place as devious an 
Fields? 
“Which way Is it?” Leon said. 


“It lies at the middle of the path from the sea to 
the earth,” Richard quoted. “My parents told me 
it meant blue and green. in short, in between the 
Diamond Village and the Emerald City. We're 


bound to see it on our way!” 


‘That's...that's. _.” Leon didn’t have the word for 
it. He was too shocked. He didn’t know if he was 
supposed to feel elated or doubtful. His mind 
ached for something positive to enter it, but the 
chewing paranoia and the experiences of the 
past dreadful nights haunted him. 


Richard grasped Leon’s arm. 


“It's hope,” Richard saig. 


me te” “We aE 'o have a break 
N-about this! Nave to tell » Leon said: But let's h 
iT) 8 ’ 
But what if it’s a lie?” | ante Tne 
get their hopes up anc oon 88d firmly y tne $4 ane 
What ill P and it’s just a y, “ a 
8 
But Richard only smiled. 
“It's not a lie,” Rich 
; ’ ard Said. “| 
believe. Therefore. let’s kec know you 
. : e r Won) 
we see it.” S keep it to OUTS in 
“If we see it,” Leon said. 
Richard, old but as excite j 
shrugged. d as a little boy, 


“Alright,” he said. “If we see it.” 


Leon nodded. Richard then grinned 
at Leon’s face. : ~~“ 


“Is that a smile on your face, Captain?” he asked 
teasingly. 


Leon realized he was smiling. He nodded. 


“It’s nice to think of hope,” Leon admitted to him. 
They continued to walk until Gabe came running — 
toward them. 


“Captain!” he called. “Are you alright? You're far 
behind? Do you need a break?” 


Leon shook his head and then cupped his ha 
around his mouth. 


nds 


tat mee 
at the m 
‘ n 

Owever, ri andled down’ we 
Sil and five Bre ctiteen pia " 

PIECES Of Breag “°" Piegge St,” 
This Cc y su ; 7 
revolted, « r png . 
Out!?” © We gonna do whee wai 
“There's no an; : 
— animal mobs for mileg» th 
tc | 4 
A week without food!” 


Stare Said an “ 
© to death if the Creepers dan, kill 7 
| us!” 
a fourth Said. “J 
i n't mean you get 
I’m only Saying the truth!” 


“Shut your mouth” 


you're hungry does CCaUse 
more! 


‘You’re a bloody Complainer!” 
ght and the others began 


. est th 
Pieces of food. Kaj at contained the last 


Upon seei 
vA : eeing the commotion, Leon ran towards 


“What’s going on?” he asked. 


we 


‘ said “They re arguing over our 
” Kal ‘ 


as two of the men began 


t . . 
gon Jooket omiadle, punching on wospons 
ing | rmen raise weat 
brn ; ae ble moved closer with his 
ing OF 


a wielded. 
\” he shouted. 


Chest’s 
ord down onto the Ss 
una the two brawlers recoil in 


«Enough 


e swung h 
wooden top, 
shock. 

dare you!?” Leon shouted as he looked at 
nie men. “How dare you fignt your own . 
oars when this entire land is against us 


We're supposed to be a team!” 


d 
e two men put down their weapons an 
ec down to the ground. They backed away 
as Leon propped his foot on the Chest wear his 
Sword’s tip dug into. 


“This mission of ours will probably be our 
hardest!” Leon told the troop. “Never have we 
lost so much men. Never have we had to tread 
the land for so long without rest. Never have we 
experienced the tragedy of suffering and, now, 
the possibility of starvation. 


“You are all the best of the best the Diamond 
Village has to offer,” Leon said. “You are all here 
because for years we have dedicated ourselves - 


defen 
Fasslands! We're. °f Our 
GIVE UP Now! We wil 


"GUARDS! the men cried out. They cried oy; 
cheers, their roars now mighty and the fear " 
seemingly had melted away. Leon then Stood y 
On top of a Cobblestone platform, ’ 
“I have an announceme 


nt to make,” Leon saig 
as he gave a glance to 


Richard. 


The men hushed down at once, ready to listen 
with new hearts ready to follow orders. Leon 
couldn't help but feel glad as he looked upon 


that sight and he was beginning to feel a little 
lighter, himself. 


“Richard and | have found something that might 
lead us to a shelter,” Leon said, “According to 
Old legends, there is a fortress in the middle of 
the path going to Emerald City.” 


n 
spienish OU" ith the m 


ateria | 
andm . 
iment, raising thelr 

be in merr 


iumping- But Leon lifted a 
J 


to 
: ng that may lead 
it, or anything mobile 
areful aes apie will it, then the Im 
H he ‘Ha 
ee shall be ours: 


in_ a sound which 
cheered again, ic 
be vat would have been wi oa ainto 
Se Leotté ears. And as the c is 
Te Geb lifted out his own Iron Sword. 


‘To our Captain!” he yelled. 
‘The Captain!” the men cried. 


“The Guards!” Gabe said next. 
“The Guards!” 


“And to the Alliance!” 


“Long live the Alliance!” 


> 


chard had been right. The | 
could be the hope they neoteoanae Fortress 
were SO loud and so great, that no o one 
recognized the one soldier sitting que 
center, shaded by the others’ jumps a se 
movement, smiling sinisterly and set 
would soon crush all this hope of thane a 


Ri 


kk 


pad? I 
y Ww 

“ , en fo 
se a0 saa tet 

father © ds. He was 2 d cpeath and 
il @ wor te gwOr ; a 
a ken hie re it 

e, grag ging dd ” 
s ps like YOU do, Dade 

0 s 
app fight th? m ayant something 
“ ou sur y iob 9 
Ae It’s apr qangerous J 
The boy paus d for 4 little 
«mm not scare 
: t 
“of course YOU re not, MY little DOY Bu 
already @ uard. D n’t you W nt to be something 
else?” 
The father had taken the boy into his !aP and 
atching the ak woo urn 
looked up to his 


they were now Ww 
softly in the fireplace. The boy 
father with bright eyes- 


“A miner, then!” the boy said. 


“A miner?” 


The boy bobbed his head. 


be bwave (he 
“Uh-huh. You also have to > COUldn 
“Seal the ‘r sound all that well yet in all 
words).” 


“That's nice. That's a good job you have there» 


in his father’s | 
The boy giggled and jumped in his fa ap, 
pressing his weight slightly against his belly ang 


making him give out a small gag but laugh aj) the 
same. 


“Tl bring you Dye-ah-munds,” the boy said. 


“VII 
make you the best Sword ev-ah.” 


“| can’t wait for that. I'll use it every time.” 
"ll also make the biggest fo-trah.. fo-treh...” 
“Fortress?” 


“Yes! The biggest Foe-twes 
guard it!” 


S ever! And you can 
“Pm sure you will.” 
The father and son then shared an embrace: the 
Son’s small arms barely reaching his father’s 
Shoulders while the father's arms Covered the 
little boy completely. 


“I love you, Daddy.” 
“I love you, too, Jacob,” 
“Captain?” Gabe called. 


“Yes?” Leon asked, 


w, but Leon didn’t feel as 


ent up to where Gabe 


twas ovr hat Gabe was seeing. 


ar ie 
e 
re. 
ed aT saw W 
worvand then Ne nty blocks from 
= stle stood just twe pees 
. c Senge Ate of lava. 
nee di : the structure was mod ee 
ane tall towers and beast ; 
free acid i peti: stone in it. 
A rd with a pi 
| a way as his ey 
Sc : h was taken 4 ee 
Pie ond down: the drs ment 
one he had ever seen. He alm 
ace Richard at his side. 


f 
We're here,” he said. “At our foundation 0 
it) e : 
hope.” 


. . ly 
f t I * 2 
. . 


. . ioe 
“Let us guard it tonight with all our migh 
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Chapter 5: Battle a 


t Cree 
Fields Per 


Leon and his men stoo 
wooden drawbridge wi 
apprehension and exc 
edge near the moat 
Seek at the fortress 


din front of the lay 
th hearts Pounding in 
itement. A Sign at the 

Of lava read: What q 
divine? of thoy 
“But how do we open it, Captain?” 
Leon took out the Written Book fro 
He flipped thro 

the pages with th 


Gabe askeg 


m his cape, 
he came to 
Mmobile 


near the ar. 


Carby it was the image of the man 
towards it. 


raising a right hand 


rawbridge wh os - mann’ and stood near the 
© also raised out is hang epexnately did. 
* IN Nis min 
ie a Soot : Sharp Voice, the : he could 
Ol. It asked him: th thon ond of a 
Ortress divine? €ek at the 


i : ek 
| 


id 
s Leon ee 
2 ee tne fields: 
t e meds the dark sky fle a 
Be lightning bo 
ae ini There was the sound of 
i then followed th ony jo 
eis , eeeeceak sound an pee 
ee lowered, its chains c 
rawbridge !0"" 
aking as it did. 


a tj 5 s it 
orked!” Gabe said. “I can’t believe | 
“It W : uy 
worked! 


under clashed. Leon and the 


in front of them 
jammed down in 
Ly Be cca to rain. The small paps 
ae the sky like water daggers, re bee: 
Baro on the skin. Leon took out his 
pointed towards the inside. 


“Onwards!” Leon cried. 


hed 
The men roared in agreement pe ee 
across the drawbridge and the go 
flowing at each side. 


Uuuurrrgh...raaarrggggh...uurrrrggh. “ 


ies in the far 
Leon turned behind to see cores ne i 
distance, dark specks of green al ; 
rain’s now heavy shower. | 


oe 
“Hurry!” Leon said. “Everyone inside! 


ine ® 


n followed and ran behind him, their ; 
Earning on the thick Spruce Wood of the Set 
bridge. Once everyone was at the Opposite Side, 
Leon pointed to the two pulley contraptions that 
laid at each side of the bridge. 


“Hoist them up!” he called. 


Two men obeyed and began pulling it up. For a 
minute, Leon’s heart pounded. They needed to 
get the drawbridge up in time. Slowly it lifted y 
as the Zombies and the other mobs drew closer 
and closer, but alas it shut and they were now 
within the safety of the Immobile Fortress. 


“Half of the men find the food supplies,” Leon 
called out. “And half search for materials. In an 


hour we meet back here before we retreat for the 
night!” 


The men shouted a “Yes, Captain!” and split up. 
Richard and Gabe were left with Leon. 


“I want to look around for a Map and other 
things, if that’s alright,” Richard said. 


“Very well,” Leon replied. “I’d like to know how 
far we are exactly from th 


€ Emerald City. 's 
bound to be a library here serswnere ie 


tekete 


eR 8 SAT EA 


*t been hard to find. Upon 
ee through the Stone Brick si 
the three had found a central stairwe 
et large Spruce Doors. The library was 
pity sf big but a table stood in the center 
ae sens was lying there, as if expectant of 
Gaptan Leon and his men. 


“Ne’re about halfway there,” Leon remarked as 
Pevienaured the distances on the map. 


i d earlier,” Gabe 
“| got a report by a passing guar 
=a cad ha are Horses here. We can get there 
in half the time. Two to three days at the very 
most.” 


“That'll do,” Leon said. “We'll get our supplies for 


tonight and then leave in the morning for an 
early start.” 


“It’s like a dream to be here,” Richard said our 
the blue. “It was always my favorite tale oo I 
and now, in my old age, | am here and at 

best time, too!” 


a 
Leon smiled and agreed. He rolled ke: _ p 
and just as they were about to leave, 
Called them from the corner. 


i inside of — 
“Captain,” he said as he ponies pee | 
a Chest. “I’ve found some arm 


Leon and Richard approached him aS Gabe 
pulled out a Diamond Chest Plate and Legging 

8, 
“You should wear these, Captain,” Gabe gai q 
“You go out in combat the most. Ang really | 
think you deserve it.” 


“| couldn't possibly,” Leon Said, but Richard ave 
him a nudge. 

“No one else should be as deserving as yoy 
are,” Richard said. “You are the Knight 
representing our humble village so you Should 
wear the proper attire. Plus, it will go with your 
blue cape.” 


So Leon equipped it and he was actuall 
pleased with how it looked and felt. It w 
that was for sure, and moving around in it made 
him feel like he wasn’t wearing armor at all. 
There had been new sets of Iron Armor, too, and 


Gabe collected these for the soldiers whose 
armor was wearing out. 


y pretty 
as light, 


Everyone met back at the main 


hall with good 
news. 


“There’s a bunch of livestock in the East Wing,” 
d. “We didn’t kill them all, 
Ok what we needed and we 
9 replenish. We should 

Or five days.” 

“We won't need to travel five days,” another said. 
“We found ten Horses Waiting in the West 


ee 
————— 
a 


+, Pure colored, too, so | can tell they're 
semen. 
vue faster. 


ws, all in all,” Leon said. “The 
«That S cape the second floor. | say we retire 
Fee right and then wake early to ride. 

for 


eed and made their way up where 
Be etied Wool beds waited for them under a 
f°) 
chandelier. 


“Now | can sleep like this!” Gabe said as he 
tested out one of the beds. 


Leon let out a laugh as Gabe hopped around like 
a boy in the Bed, trying to get cozy. 


“How old are you, Gabe?” he asked. 


Gabe shrugged. 
“| feel ten years younger,” he said. 


Leon shook his head and began to ie ni 
the Door leading to the balcony, pe ie 
storm had stopped as it would yee poarlead 
spawn in the moming if it didnt rae colors. 
was stained glass tngee uy) nakael the pattering 
As Leon drew closer, 


of rain on the Stone floor outside. nai 
n sai 

| guess it hasn't stopped eae 6 heard it. 

turned around. An 


Screeech...screech.-- 


It was a brisk, gurgling scree 
only recognize as one thin 
stained glass window, still 
Screech! As he drew clos 
to it, trying to see Clearly. 


SCREECH! 


Ch that €0n 

Cc 
g. He Peereg at the” 
hearing it. Screech, 
er, he Presseq his face 


Big red eyes and a hairy black face flasheg in 
front of him. A Spider! Leon Opened the door an dq 
Stabbed his Sword into it, Making it whimper and 
fade into dust. What’s a Spider doing here? 4 
thought. He then recalled that no 


Spiders hag 
shown up throughou 


t the entire journey, 
The ground began to Shake, but 
trembling. Thump. Thum 


“What is that?” Gabe Said as he joined Leon’s 
Side again, They Were both on the balcony now 
and by the time Leon saw what was below, he 
turned pale. 


Millions of Spiders waited at the ed 
drawbridge, hopping Cagerly to ae” 
Skeletons and Creepers lined UP behind them as 
if they Were an army of their own, The thumpi 
een os far off in the gi ce es 
0zens of Zombies in ar 
Zombie towering at fiteen bie : pie tant 
ten stomped its Way towards the castlo, Be 


id in realization. 
1” Gabe said 
bee the room. We re under 
aoe yourselves! 


in his hand. 


lies 
“An army of mobs 
called out. “An 
Rsectes gates with or ae ee 
ie Srever seen before as their oa quip 

FF eelves to the teeth and stay ata 

ou : 
serimeters! 


i hook and as Leon 
said so, the castle s 
Pied Pi cide: the giant cee ce 
r. 
ing a large square boul e 
Oe cd and so did the Sati a ity widgets 
he boulder towards the \ 4 

Wiscresh followed and the castle’s drawbridge 


Ww 
fell down in half, making a path for the mobs no 
pouring in. 


it 3 H r 
“To your stations!” Leon called. “Don’t give up fo 


nothing! Tonight, we battle here at Creeper 
Fields!” 


Half of the men rushed down to near the 
drawbridge to rebuild new walls. The 
block after block to preven 


Y hurrie 
t them from pasa 
in. Spiders leapt through them as 


g 
they attac 
from behind, only to have Leon Slice them. ot 


“Archers!” Leon called to those above On the 
walls. “Hit as many Creepers and Spiders as you 
can!” 


The archers shouted in un 
took out arrows in fours a 


derstanding and each 
on fire with Torches and 


nd fives, setting them 
Shoving them down. 
Leon began helping with rebuilding the wall as 
Gabe rushed back and forth with supplies for the 
Archers. 


“I've got lava!” 


Richard called out. 
Stand back all 


of you!” 
The old man ran u 
Scorching buckets 


“I’ve got lava! 


p the stairs with his two 


“Is the wall clear!?” Richard called from above. 
One man put the last block, 


“Single layer is complete!” the soldier Cried out. 
“POUR IT DOWN!” Leon Cried, “Men, don’t stop 
building the walls, they can stil| get in! Onto the 
second layer!” 


n the lava, now 

Richard set dow 

From 7 ie splitting like a firework into : 

a Fe nowor’. The mobs screeched an , 

multi nd cried as the hot substance singe 
a 

at matted them away. 


wwhere’s the Mutant!?” Leon said. 


from the bridge!” Gabe ; 
af om aes coming with another boulder. 
anno ! 


“Shoot him down!” Leon called. “Shoot him down 
and stop at nothing!” 


Mutant slug itself 

above, Gabe saw the Mult 

arcs the drawbridge ee ee Pe 
all. It’s hand caught onto ' 

Bed loudly, taking a step back and squashing 

the second line of Zombies. 


id. ‘ obs 
“Their dwindling down!" Gabe said. “The m 
are dwindling down!’ 


atin 
Leon rushed up to where ge he vee The 
and adrenaline pumping throug down the mobs 
lava hissed and hissed, eu one they began — 
like a grinding outer wall. One DY 
to fall and disappear. ak 
. he u ’ 
« deal with t he Arrows. 
d eee ye damage 10 
al ; Bc 
He'll need melee damage 


el” Richard said. “How on earth 
ca 


“That's insan 
t with those mobs running out 
u 


we take him ou 

there!?” 

ed down at the Mutant, the mongt 
S$ er 


As Leon look 
bent down to see to its burning hands. Its n 
. ape 


bare and only veins popping out of it like 
rectangular snakes. Leon turned to Richard a 
nd 


Gabe. 
“You don't need to,” Leon said. “But | will.” 


“WHAT!?” Gabe cried. “Captai , 
pe aptain, you cant be 


Before he could say anymore, L 

he , Leon took 

_ winding coil of Lead standing by the fete 

: . hooked it onto one of the wall’s posts and 
ung downwards, gripping tightly onto the rope 


“CAPTAIN!” Gabe yelled from above. 


Lower, Leon said 
, as the rope slid down 
the Mutant. Just let me get closer to eee : 


5 

pe healed 
’ ue Tro ’ 

Oe pose to it and high ee ee z rope 

io WAS everything ex 
ui pixels. He Sada Mutant 
hae and gave them a glance, | 4 ane 
exactly what they needed ih 0 them 
0. 


“EIRE YOUR ARRO 
WS 
commanded the ache HIS FACE!” Gabe 


the Mutant’s ne 
mind. This is for yOu.-- 


Leon screamed in rage as his Sword forced 
down and buried deep into the Mutant’s neck: 


WN 


GGGGGGHHHHH!!!Hiltin 
Leon’s knees feel onto the Mutants cold and 
lyem ded into 
hanas raised into 


leathery skin, his Swor 

it. He gripped it as the Mutant 

the air to swat im off. Leon gripped h 

again and screamed 45 he dragge it across 
wound into it until 


Mutant’s neck, 
it screamed Its final scre4 


downwards. 


he remaining mob 
nt crashed onto t Mobs 
eying hill and Leon pulled out his 

oa on. The Mutant’s back slid into a descent 
ae ore Leon knew it he was sliding towards 
the lava. 


“CAPTAIN!” Richard called from above. 


The rope swung towards Leon a second time 
and he grasped it, immediately being heaved y 
by his men and onto the roof. As he looked 
down, the lava poured onto the Mutant’s head 
and set it on fire with the rest of the mobs. The 
lightning clashed one more time before it 
stopped along with the rain. 


The dark sky turned into a pinkish twilight and 
the sun was rising. Slowly, the fire from the 

mobs disappeared and so did the Mutant. Leon’s 
knees buckled with exhaustion and he fell to the 
floor, Gabe and Richard lifting him up while the 
other men surrounded him in concern. 


“Captain!” Gabe said. “Captain, are you okay?” 


Leon looked up to him with ti 
aah p with tired eyes and 


“We did it...we did Li 


“You're darn right we did,” 


6: A Thorn in the 
r “ 


cnapte 
ush than 
ae ame nar rested 1 Te tn road 
an re they een 
Leey min ore Minisee Nothing much ted b 
gain with rattle of the night, Pe ey had built a 
Ww nie _ AS ai 
sone wall in its he Stained Glass window of 


ingly to 
De ond eur’ with the Emerald. 


“| promise we'll come back to fix it,” Leon said. 
“we'll do it in our gratitude and honor. 


i lieved to have 
set again, more than re i 
lies to ae the work for them ae ie th y 
had made more time than they could ha 
imagined. 


“Can you believe it?” Gabe had said ee 
make to the Emerald City in a day's me" 


< {3 H Pie 
“A day?” Leon asked in surprise. “Aiter tonight ; 


The soldiers were now sitting for 4 rest ae 
eating a hearty meal after what Soe peso 
forever. They did not however, lef ts thing could 
of anyone’s sight as they feared SomenN g.coH 


have happened again. 


“Nol” Gabe said. “T oday!” 


“Today!?” Leon exclaimed. “How 


Horses’ hoofs were pleasing 
Can you ound of the t h the Grass. The sun 
— " menpared Be rerdue' the speed and the 
Gabe bit into a Pork Chop and laig the Ma i 0 long ae by them. For once, everything 
eno! hin. cae Be th ission seemed to be assured to 

about the m n rode up next to Richard who was 
“| made a calculation using the block Speed of cceed. Leo ia wath Hore 
the Horses and the comparison with the Mao » practically racing . 

a ” 

he said. “These Horses are incredibly fast, if ya down, Richard, you'll fall! Leon said 
haven't noticed. It wouldn’t be Surprising if the est 
weren't enchanted.” y happlly: ts crane 

“Of course not!” Richard called from his Hors “ 
Leon laughed. was called the Wind Rider in my day! And | sti 
_This is great then,” Leon said. “We'll get the got it now! . 
message there in no time. Lord Japheth will be Richard sped up in front of him until he was a 
— silhouette in the bright sun. That old ee ps 

id. he’s on my . 
Se MeehPed up the Nab as Leon stood ms Rota feo. hanes ape began to slow down 
and dusted his hands. He moved towards the Bead SO, tching up 
Soldiers to make the announcement. con Wasco <7 
: « Ce . “Is the Win I 

“Alright, men!” he said. “According to Sir Gabe, ol eerie a 
we can make it to Emerald City within the day. | es ; 
Suggest we pack up now 


; stead, 
and be on our way so But Richard wasn’t replying or laughing. In 
mney have to stay in these blasted fields any 


Richard was doubling over on Ne eS 
grunting and clutching his stomacn. 


to him and saw a 
: he grew closer 
¢ to that in merriment, gl to Be nis face eteran. 
Sid that soon they Would be rid of Bion Painful gma: ae 

ields even for a while and they would be in the “Richard?” Leon called. 
Safety of the large and Protected Emerald City n the Saddle of his 
Saha Be Out the Furnace and saddling Richard’s body pe ae 

Ir Morses, the men began ta - nd onto 

fields again. 98N to ride through the Horse a 


= ae RAR pe i al a Si TL ull oS ES ist sie Tain —— 


“Richard!” Leon cried. 


He pulled on the reign of his Hors 


heat © and got 
to where the man was wincing in 


Pain. down 
“Gaaaaah....” Richard muttered. 


Leon rushed to his side and began Shaking him 


“Richard, what's wrong!?” Leon Said. 


“l feel sick...” Richard mumbled. “My 
stomach...ugh...it’s in pain!” 


From behind him, Leon could hear the whinnies 
of other Horses and more groaning. His heart 
stopped as he saw his other men and Gabe also 


doubling over in pain. He turned to Richard for 
an answer. 


“What's going on?” Leon said. “What’s 
happening to all of you?” 


Richard’s eyes grew wide and he lifted a finger 
into the air. 


“Cap—captain!” 


Pain shot into Leon’s Ss 


houlder blade as a sharp 
force pushed him to th 


e Side. 


WYNNE Leon shouted. 


His hand went to the area with pain and he felt 
something long and wood 


€n...an Arrow. 


—————— 


i d the 
his shoulder throbbing anc 
But as he Sard to think, he saw something 
a soldier in loose Iron Armor with the 
a Mall dangling probably from being too big 
Chal 
in size. 


“Kai?” Leon said. “KAI!? YOU'RE THE 
TRAITOR!?” 


i ith the Bow 
ier walked up to him with 
Eieped in his hands. A smile was on his face, 
but it wasn’t one of sincerity. 


“You stupid Captain,” Kai said with a bint Re 
no longer belonged to a boy. It was a gobs . 
cunning voice and Kai’s bright eyes see 

turn steely and sharp. 


i r 
Leon tried to stand up, but Kai shot anothe 
arrow deep into Leon’s knee. 


” din 
“Ajaaaaaaaaaaaarrggggn!!!!” Leon yelle 
pain. 


is right side, 
He felt back to the ground on he a ee 
trying to move. Each turn he Nee se snd DORE. 
knife of fire inside his affected joints 


al. 


“My village men?” Kai sneered as he 


the Arrow in his Bow. “I th 


my dear, dear Captain! | was never fro 


Diamond Village.” 


He pulled onto the loose Chest Plate 
armor to reveal a Gold shield imprint 


Chain Mail. 
“He's part of the Gold Legi 


ink you're mj 


Of his 


exclaimed from where he was. 


Kai laughed cruelly and walked up to Richard 
and Leon, but furiously staring up at him in 


disbelief. 

“Bingo, old man!” Kai said. “I’m part of the Gold 
Legion, alright, and I’ve been their Spy for this 
entire mission. | set up the 


go. And those men who tu 
their rooms? | opened up 
bitten in their sleep as the 
from burning. All of the m 
Suffering Poisoning from 
would have, too, Captai 
Stupidly preferred Bread!” 


Kai’s thick Iron boot slamm 


shoulder with the Arrow, ad 
pain. 


“Aaaaaaaaaarnggaggh? 


“There’s no use 
head lower to Leon. “No on 


yelling,” Kai s 


TNT to let the Horses 
rned into Zombies in 

a door and let them get 
Zombie began dying 
en right now are 

the food | spiked. You 
n Leon, had you not 


€d down onto Leon’s 


ding to the burning 


Leon said. 


aid as he bent his 
© can hear you for 


Pulled 5 P 
Staken, 
M the 


d on his 


on!” Richard Weakly 


d miles and miles. Now, | can put you 
an 


miles yout misery once you hand over the 


out of ” 
Letter. 


i if he didn’t understand. 
ked up to him as | 
Leon loo 


Th what?” he said between clenched teeth. 
te e . 


4 tl eae inthe 

!” Kai said kicking Leon int oe 
ee ne message for the Emerald City! 
sto . 


in pai he 
n pain and groaned. No, Pi 
Bee this ean be! We can’t fail the mission! 
I can’t give it! 


“Give it now!” Kai shouted. 


Leon’s peripheral vision, he could see 
Bechara pchia Kai. Slowly, Richard’s eee 
hands came to his pocket and pulled out a brig 
red Potion. Richard gave a glance to ey a 
Distract him, his glance said. Leon immeaia y 
understood and he looked back up to Kai again. 


“| don’t have it!” Leon said. 


” Kai ing his feet 
“DON’T YOU LIE!” Kai roared, stomp! 
on the ground. “Il KNOW YOU HAVE IT! 1 SAW 
YOU WITH THE ENVELOPE! 


Leon shook his head and let out a groan half in 
pretense. 


“It’s not with me,” Leon said. “It’s in...it's in my 
Horse’s Saddle...” 


“Your what!?” Kai said. 


Leon lifted a finger towards his Horse th 


now walked a bit of a distance from him at haq 


“| slid it in the Saddle...” Leon said. “Fo, 
safe...safe keeping...” 


Half him was focusing on Kai who was now 
looking at the Horse greedily. Half of him was 
looking at Richard as he held a Splash Potion j 
his hand, ready to throw. 4 


Kai glared down at Leon. 


“it you're lying...” Kai said. “I'll shoot all your 
limbs and leave you the Zombies...” 


Leon shook his head weakly. 
“lm...I’'m not...! Please don’t hurt me!” 


Kai had to laugh at that. 
“How pathetic!” Kai said. “All of that ‘Don’t give 


up!’ nonsense of yours and | have you begging 
like a baby! You Diamond villagers are pathetic!” 


Kai then rushed towards the Horse and began 


Searching the Saddle, which the Horse didn't like 
at all. It whinnied and muttered, 


“Stay still, you stupid animal!” Kai said. 


“Now, Richard!” Leon said. 


lash Potion and red 
hrew the glass Sp 
Fi shed onto both of them. 

u 


NO!” Kai shouted. 


ain immediately left Leon as the Potion of 
Healing absorbed into his armor and skin. He 

out his Sword and charged towards Kai, 
ae to have his Diamond Sword met with Kai's 
enchanted Gold Sword. 


“You traitor!” Leon shouted as he forced away 
Kai's Sword. Kai recovered from the push and 
swung back his weapon, laughing maniacally as 
he did. 


“You're the one who recruited me!” Kai yelled. 
“You and your naivete!” 


Leon shouted again and forced Kai away. Kai 
swung his Sword, making Leon’s tremble and 
push back. 


“Don’t bother fighting me!” Kai shouted. “My 
Gold Sword’s enchantments make even your 
Diamond one as weak as a Wooden one! 


Leon swung again but was pushed back by the 
sheer force of Kai’s Sword. 


“Silly old Captain!” Kai said. “Can't even beat his 
own recruit in a Sword match!?” . 


Kai laughed hard and loud, his sound fueling 
Leon with white rage- 


“| eon!” Richard called. 


Leon turned around to see the old man back on 
his feet with a Diamond Sword glowing purple. 


He rushed towards Leon and threw it into the air. 


“Use it!” he said. “It will match his weapon!” 


The Sword somersaulted into the air. Leon 
grabbed it with his left hand and now held two 
Swords. Unexpectedly, Kai’s triumphant 
expression shifted to surprise. He then sneered 
at Leon and glared at him. 


“You still can’t beat me!” Kai said. “I’m the most 
skilled swordsman in the entire Gold Nation!” 


Kai moved forward as Leon put out both Swords 
into an X-shape. The Golden Sword’s glow 
flickered and burned like hot fire against the cool 
shimmer of Leon’s Diamond Sword. They pulled 
back and then engaged in heated battle as one 
swung after the other. Clashing, clashing, 
clashing, moving from the sides and charging. 


Stabbing, piercing, but both unable to touch one 
another... 


It's an even match, Leon said worriedly. He’s 
knees began to buckle and he realized that the 
Potion of Healing was wearing off due to the 


ad still causing damage in his shoulder and 
nee. 


“You won't have much long now,” Kai smi 
i 5 » Kai smiled 
his Sword pressed against Leon’s dual Blade ‘a 


“| disagree! Richard called. 


+ and Leon turned to him, an Obsidian 
ne Raith a swirling purple vortex stood beside 


Pom Richard lifted his hands in the air. 


“O Nether that doth punish the most wretched!” 
he called. “Take with thee a soul to engulf in 
your inferno! A traitor and killer and selfish man! 
Take he, which is Kai, with you NOW! 


The purple vortex flickered and then from a flat 
plane turned into a swirling whirlpool. The wind 
stirred, vacuuming into the purplish chaos that 
was the Nether, but Leon’s feet seemed stuck to 
the ground. The Golden Sword lifted away from 
Leon’s weapons and Kai's eyes bulged widely as 
two glowing blue eyes looked at him from the 
vortex. 


“No,” Kai said. “NO! NO! | DON'T WANT TO 
GO!” 


There was a laugh in the air and it seemed to be 
one belonging to a girl. A husky, sweet voice, but 
also one filled with insanity. Kai’s feet lifted from 
the ground as from the vortex came a large, but 
beautifully clawed cream hand, embracing Kal in 
its devious clutches. 


i j . N’T WANT 
“NO!” Kai screamed in terror. | DO \ 
TO GO! YOU CAN'T MAKE ME! YOU CAN’T 
MAKE MEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE HVPET 


a. ae 


The hand pulled him in and with a flash, lightning 
came from the clear sky and destroyed the 
Obsidian portal into bits and pieces. The Stirred 
wind turned into a quiet breeze and Kai’s 
Screams were no longer heard. 


Richard stooped down to his knees and wiped 
his brow. 


“Hoo!” he said. “That was Close, eh, Captain?” 


Leon walked up to him, still stupefied and 
shocked, looking at Richard in questioning. 


“What...what was that?” Leon asked. 
Richard gave a crooked smile. 


“I built a Nether Portal while you fought,” Richard 
Said. “I had a feeling the fight wouldn’t hold out 
long. | also used a Spell | learned from Priest 
Shep. He Says it was used before against 
Witches. | thought why not use it now?” 


For a while, Leon just stood there and looked at 
Richard and then he did the oddest 


“Thank you!” Leon said, “Thank you so much! 
We can finish the mission now! We really can!” 
Richard gave out a Small laugh, 


; "he said. “We should get on our 
ey iets heal our friends of Food Poisoning, 
wa ‘ bs 

shall we? 


iest Leon had felt in so long and 
: hae eiaing the message to the Emerald 
City he had one wish left. If only you could see 
me, Jacob, he thought. If only you could see me 
pass through Creeper Fields. | promise, one day, 
we'll do it together. You and |. 


Prologue: The Message 


in the Emerald Palace, King Ozac was sitting 
anxiously in his Emerald-encrusted throne. His 
gray hair was pulled back by a green circlet and 
he watched the Emerald-colored halls as the 
large metal doors opened to reveal a group of 
men wearing the Diamond Emblem on their 
armor. 


A man near the Door blew his trumpet in fanfare. 


“Your Highness,” he said. “May | present the 
messengers from the Diamond Village with 
urgent news from Lord Japheth.” 


King Ozac lifted out a hand. 


‘| welcome you, brothers from the Diamond 
Village,” he said. “I bid you come closer.” 


The men, sooty and worn out, sweaty and 
exhausted, marched prouder than the richest, 
finest men in the world. The citizens watched as 
they slowly made their procession towards the 


King, the leader wearing a blue cape holding an 
envelope sealed with wax. 


The men knelt down in front of the King. 


“Your Majesty,” the one in the blu 

yt € Cape said. “ 
am Leon, Captain of the Diamond Village's - 
Guards. My men and | come with a message 


ur ‘ord Japheth. Please allow me to read 
from OW" 


it to YOU- 


| allow you to do so,” King Ozac said. 


his place and used a letter 
Eon oo Zoe ieee open. His eyes 
Ee aned the Letter silently as King Ozac’s heart 
Epbed in nervousness to hear the news. 
a lly, Leon’s blue eyes met with the King’s and 
4 fttored the words that would change the 
history of the era. 


“It is time.” 
THE END. 
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